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THE SIEMBOR FAMILY FARM IN MAYBEE, MICHIGAN 
By Frank and Cathie Omilian 

My mother, born Josephine Siembor, would sometimes talk about the farm that the Siembor family lived on between 
September, 1925 and August, 1933.   At that time the family consisted of Ma (Katherine), Pa (Joseph), Josephine, Louie, 
Wally, and Celie.  Besides the farm stories there is another indication of how special she felt about the farm, the 
neighborhood, and the one room school house they attended.  I know with certainty that my mom visited the farm at 
least once in every decade (except perhaps the 1950s) until the early 2000s.  I know this from pictures and notes in her 
albums and the fact that Cathie and I were her chauffeurs for the last 3 visits before her death in 2003. 

THE ROADS 

The farm is at 8650 Colf Road.  Colf Road begins on its west end at Rawsonville Road and runs east for about 8 miles with 
the other end being at Carlton West Road.      

You may recognize Rawsonville Road as a major exit off of the I-94 Expressway a few miles west of Belleville, Michigan.  
Going south on Rawsonville Road from that I 94-Rawsonville Road intersection gets you to Colf Road in about 9 miles.  

 

 

THE FARM 

The farm was the first field and first house on the left, the NE corner, of the 
Colf/Rawsonville Road intersection.  The Siembors always said it was in Maybee, 

Michigan.  Maybee is a small village about 9 miles south of the farm.  Even today it has less than 600 citizens.  But that 
was the post office where the mail for the Siembor's  came thru.   At some point over the years the mailing address for 
the farm changed and the farm address is now listed as Carleton, Michigan. (Carleton is about 9 miles east of the 
Siembor farm with a population of about 2,500).  The Siembor farm is actually in Exeter Township in Monroe County, 
Michigan. 

Another even bigger change is that the farm is no longer the first field and house on Colf!   At some time in perhaps the 
1970s, a Mr. and Mrs. Smutek bought the former Siembor farm and lived there many years.  They both eventually died 
there.   In 1994 their son, a Nevada resident, sold 10 acres of the original land that included the former Siembor house 
to the current owners, the Ureckis family.  The son separately sold the rest of the land west of the Siembor home back 
toward and to Rawsonville Road to a different family.  This was a parcel of about 15 acres.  That family built a house, 
8710 Colf, on that land in 1998.  This new house is now the first house you come to as you turn onto Colf Road and the 
Siembor farm house is the second house, at 8650 Colf. 

SOME  PHOTOS 

On the Google map on the next page, the original Siembor farmhouse is straight below the red dot, just above the road 
and partially hidden by the very dark pine tree (i.e. at the tip of the arrow!).   There are a lot of outbuildings clustered at 
the front of the property and the back 2/3 of the 10 acres is mostly wooded.  Celie remembers it being an 80-acre farm 
with 40 acres east of Rawsonville Road (Monroe County) and 40 acres west of Rawsonville Road (Lenawee County). 
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Here is a December 2020 photo that our photographer, Cathie, took standing on Rawsonville Road looking east .  The 
buildings to the left of the tree trunk in the foreground are the new house and garage built in 1998.  The buildings 
directly behind the tree trunk, up to and including the red one to the right are the outbuildings now on the original 
Siembor farm and the far right gray building is the original Siembor house.  At the bottom of this page is the front of the 
Siembor house with its most recent siding.   The mailbox lists the current owners as the Ureckis family. 
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Here is a 2020 photo of the farm decked out for Christmas.  Note the strange roofline on this side of the house.  It is 
probably a result of the fact that the front half on that side of the house was originally a porch that got incorporated into 
the house in one of the remodeling efforts.   You will be able to see the porch in some older photos. 

 

 

The next three pages are all scans of my mom's album with her notes. 

The first page is photos of the Siembor house in the 1960s, 1970s and in 1989.  She makes mention of "the farm being a 
100-year-old mill building."  Wow!  That was one Cathie and I had never heard.  Grain mill or saw mill?  When settled, 
the entire area was heavily wooded and was mentioned as a great area for charcoal production (This is from an 
information sheet from the Maybee Village Council).   My search for information about the house being a former mill got 
me no results.    

The second page is about the one-room schoolhouse she, Louie and Wally attended, her teachers and her friend Helen.  
The last photo on that page shows Josephine dressed for success on her First Holy Communion day.  This is also the day 
Celie was baptized.   These events happened at St. Anthony church in Belleville, Michigan. 

The third page is two Christmas cards sent to Josephine by Jean and Louie because the cards reminded them of the Colf 
road home.  The top card was for Christmas, 2000 and said Inside: "This card reminds us of the house the family had on 
Colf Road.  Love, Louie and Jean."  The lower card said about the same and was from 1993. 
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THE ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE, the COLUMBIAN SCHOOL 

Back to our December 6, 2020 road trip to the Colf Road farm:  After stopping the car and viewing the farm Cathie and I 
continued driving east on Colf for about 2 miles to the first cross street which is Timbers road.  At the Southwest corner 
of that intersection we stopped in front of what should have been the one room school that Josephine, Louie and Wally 
attended.  We had seen it in previous visits.   But it wasn't there!!!      

Instead of the schoolhouse, a modest modern house stood on the property (13579 Timbers Road).   

The schoolhouse (pictured here with Louie and Wally in 1941) was built and put into service in 1893 and remained a 
functioning one-room school house until 1961.  In that year the students were consolidated into the Milan School 
District.  The school building was sold to a couple who remodeled it into a private residence.   Not too much later the 
building was destroyed by a fire.  The land stood vacant for a while and was eventually purchased by a different family 
who built, in the year 2000, the home that currently occupies the property.   (Much of the information in this paragraph 
was supplied by a man we stopped to talk to, who lived nearby.  It turns out his last name was Timbers.  His ancestors 
moved into the area in the 1870s and owned a lot of the nearby land.  That got the road named after them.  He himself 
had attended the Columbian School .  He was in the 7th grade there when it got consolidated and he moved into 8th 
grade in the Milan schools.)  
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ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSES IN MICHIGAN 

There were over 7,200 one room schools in Michigan at one time!  About 7,000 of those have been found and 

documented on this website.1  The site has a huge database, but it only has limited information about each school.   
Here is the entry for the Columbian school.  The BM entry is building material.  "B" being brick.  Although the photos I 
have show a wooden front on the Columbian building, I do seem to recall brick sides. 

School Township County Year Location Use BM Notes 
 

Columbian Exeter # 8 Monroe 1893-1961 Timbers & Colf Rd Gone - burned, 
consolidated 

B null 

        
 

About 800 to 900 of the former one-room schoolhouses in Michigan have been converted into homes and are used as 
such even today! 

In Michigan this year there are 23 one-room schools in operation, 16 in the lower peninsula, mostly by student/parental 
choice and 7 in the upper peninsula more because of geographic isolation.  Huron County at the tip of the Michigan 
thumb has 6 of the schools, one of them with 20 students only one of whom is actually living in the micro school district.  
Typically 70 to 80 percent of students in one-room schools are from out of district and paying a premium tuition.  It is a 
parental choice for a safer environment, or an intimate classroom, or because "out of isolation comes a sense of 
identity, a stronger character and stronger sense of self," according to one expert.   

 Because students in such small districts do not take the standardized State of Michigan tests,  comparisons of academic 
achievement are hard to make.   But the consensus seems to be that learning is at an acceptable level in the one-room 

schools.  (Most of this content since the database entry above is from 2.) 

 

1The Michigan One Room  Schoolhouse Association,    
      https://www.miorsa.org/ 

 
2Michigan's one-room schoolhouses make one last stand,          
        https://www.mlive.com/education/2015/05/michigans_one-room_schoolhouse.html 
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THE BIG FINISH: 

     THE OLD MYSTERY PICTURE 

For many years no one seemed to know anyone who is in this photo except for Ma, front and center. 

The Siembors were on the farm 1925 to 1933                                                                                                                                                 
Prohibition was  1920 to 1933                                                                                                                                                              
The Great Depression was 1929 to 1939. 

Times were tough on the farm, they needed some cash coming in. 

Louie finally saw this picture one day and flat out said something along this line:  "These are the customers who came 
around to buy Ma's moonshine" 

Mystery solved! 

 

Maybe that's why Joseph and Katherine told the 1930 Census taker who visited the farm that they were "Joe" and 
"Kate."  Much better names for bootlegers! 
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THE NEW MYSTERY PICTURE 

This looks like the old Colf house when it still had the porch.  I see "Ma" and "Pa" -- as all of their children seem to have 
called them whenever I heard them talking about their parents.   I see my mom, Josephine, looking much older than the 
other children.  But who are the children?  I do not know and I have no date on the photo - a date might help. 

If those are Wally, Celie and Vicki this had to be after they left the farm in 1933 because Vicki was not born until 1934.  
Everyone sure is dressed swell. 

 

 

 

Thanks to Susan for helping us with this project.  She is a great proofreader and she is the one who likes to read the old 
Census data, veteran records and the manifests of the ships that brought our ancestors to America. 

 
By Frank and Cathie Omilian  
      December 2020 


